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ABSTRACT  

Equity in education is essential for social and economic development. However, in lower income countries, there are significant 

disparities in access to education, quality of education, and outcomes. This paper discusses the challenges to making education more 

equitable in lower income countries, as well as the innovative approaches that are being used to address these challenges. The paper 

concludes by discussing the future of education in lower income countries and the role that technology, vocational training, and 

community involvement can play in making education more equitable. 

The paper argues that there are a number of challenges to making education more equitable in lower income countries, including 

poverty, discrimination, lack of resources, poorly trained teachers, and lack of accountability. However, the paper also argues that 

there are a number of innovative approaches that can be used to address these challenges, such as using technology, emphasizing 

vocational training, making education more affordable, and involving the community. 

The paper concludes by arguing that by addressing the challenges and seizing the opportunities, lower income countries can make 

education more equitable and improve the lives of their citizens. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

Equity in education is essential for social and economic development. When everyone has the opportunity to access high-quality 

education, regardless of their background, societies are more prosperous and equitable. However, in lower income countries, there are 

significant disparities in access to education, quality of education, and outcomes. 

The history of equity in education is a long and complex one. In many countries, education was initially only available to the wealthy 

and privileged. However, over time, there has been a growing recognition that education is a right for all children, regardless of their 

background. This recognition has led to a number of reforms aimed at making education more equitable. 

One of the most important reforms has been the expansion of access to education. In many countries, primary education is now 

compulsory, and there has been a significant increase in the number of children attending school. However, there are still significant 

disparities in access to education, particularly for girls and children from marginalized groups. 

Another important reform has been the focus on improving the quality of education. In many countries, there has been a focus on 

providing teachers with better training, providing schools with more resources, and developing more effective teaching methods. 

However, there is still a long way to go in terms of improving the quality of education in lower income countries. 
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some statistics on equity in education in lower income countries: 

 Globally, 262 million children are out of school, and the majority of them are in lower income countries. (Source: UNESCO, 

2022) 

 Girls are more likely than boys to be out of school, particularly in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. (Source: UNESCO, 

2022) 

 Children from ethnic minorities and children with disabilities are also more likely to be out of school. (Source: UNESCO, 

2022) 

 Even when children are in school, they may not be receiving a quality education. (Source: UNESCO, 2022) 

 In many lower income countries, schools lack basic resources, such as textbooks, computers, and trained teachers. (Source: 

UNESCO, 2022) 

 As a result, students in lower income countries are more likely to drop out of school and less likely to achieve high levels of 

learning. (Source: UNESCO, 2022) 

 The average primary school completion rate in lower income countries is 84%, but this varies significantly by region. 

(Source: UNESCO, 2022) 

 In sub-Saharan Africa, the average primary school completion rate is only 63%. (Source: UNESCO, 2022) 

 In South Asia, the average primary school completion rate is 77%. (Source: UNESCO, 2022) 

 The average secondary school completion rate in lower income countries is 54%, but this also varies significantly by region. 

(Source: UNESCO, 2022) 

 In sub-Saharan Africa, the average secondary school completion rate is only 37%. (Source: UNESCO, 2022) 

 In South Asia, the average secondary school completion rate is 51%. (Source: UNESCO, 2022) 

2. CHALLENGES 

There are a number of challenges to making education more equitable in lower income countries. These challenges include: 

2.1 Poverty  

Poverty is a major barrier to access to education in lower income countries. Children from poor families often have to work to 

help support their families, and they may not have the resources to pay for school fees or transportation. 

2.2 Discrimination  

Discrimination is another major barrier to access to education in lower income countries. Children from certain groups, such as 

girls, ethnic minorities, and people with disabilities, may be denied access to education or may be subject to discrimination in the 

classroom. 

2.3 Lack of resources  

Lack of resources is a major challenge to the quality of education in lower income countries. Schools in these countries often lack 

basic resources, such as textbooks, computers, and trained teachers. This can make it difficult for students to learn and can 

contribute to high dropout rates. 

2.4 Poorly trained teachers  

Poorly trained teachers are another challenge to the quality of education in lower income countries. Many teachers in these 

countries do not have the training or skills necessary to provide high-quality instruction. This can lead to low student achievement 

and high dropout rates. 

2.5 Lack of accountability  

Lack of accountability is another challenge to the quality of education in lower income countries. In many cases, there is no 

system in place to ensure that schools are providing high-quality education. This can lead to corruption and a lack of motivation 

among teachers. 
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2.6 Conflict and instability  

Conflict and instability can also be a challenge to equity in education. In countries that are experiencing conflict, schools may be 

closed or damaged, and teachers and students may be displaced. This can make it difficult for children to access education and 

can lead to high dropout rates. 

 

 

These are just some of the challenges to equity in education in lower income countries. These challenges are complex and interrelated, 

and there is no easy solution. However, there are a number of things that can be done to address these challenges, such as: 

 

 Investing in education  

Governments need to invest in education and make it a priority. This means providing more funding for schools, training teachers, and 

developing new teaching methods. 

 Removing barriers to access 

Governments need to remove barriers to access to education, such as school fees and discrimination. This will make it easier for 

children from all backgrounds to attend school. 

 Holding schools accountable  

Governments need to hold schools accountable for providing high-quality education. This means developing systems to monitor and 

evaluate schools, and taking action to improve schools that are not performing well. 

 Empowering communities 

Communities need to be empowered to support education. This means providing them with the resources they need to support schools, 

and involving them in decision-making about education. 

By addressing these challenges, lower income countries can make progress towards achieving equity in education. This will benefit all 

children and help to build more prosperous and equitable societies. 

3. INNOVATIVE APPROACHES 

Innovative approaches to making education more equitable and some innovative approaches that are being used to make education 

more equitable in lower income countries: 

3.1 Using technology  

Technology can be used to improve access to education, provide personalized learning, and assess student progress. For example, 

online learning platforms can provide students with access to high-quality education, even if they live in remote areas. 

Additionally, mobile devices can be used to deliver educational content to students, even if they do not have access to the 

internet. 

3.2 Emphasizing vocational training  

Vocational training can help to provide students with the skills they need to find jobs. This is important in lower income 

countries, where there is a high demand for skilled workers. Vocational training can be provided through formal institutions, such 

as technical schools, or through informal apprenticeships. 

3.3 Making education more affordable  

Governments can make education more affordable by providing financial assistance to students and families. This can be done 

through scholarships, grants, and loans. Additionally, governments can work to reduce the cost of education by providing free 

textbooks and other learning materials. 

3.4 Involving the community  

The community can play a valuable role in supporting education by volunteering their time, donating money, and advocating for 

policies that support education. For example, community members can volunteer to teach in local schools, or they can donate 

money to support educational initiatives. Additionally, community members can advocate for policies that make education more 

affordable and accessible. 

3.5 Using data to inform decision-making  



Vol-10, Issue-1                                                                                                     Global Journal of Advanced Research 

4 | P a g e    3 0  J u l y  2 0 2 3                    w w w . g j a r . o r g  

Data can be used to track progress towards equity in education and to identify areas where interventions are needed. For example, 

governments can use data to track school attendance rates, dropout rates, and student achievement. This information can be used 

to identify schools that are not performing well and to develop interventions to improve performance. 

3.6 Collaborating with international partners  

International partners can provide technical assistance, financial support, and training to help lower income countries achieve 

equity in education. For example, the World Bank has a number of programs that support education in lower income countries. 

These programs provide technical assistance, financial support, and training to help countries improve the quality of education 

and expand access to education. 

These are just a few of the innovative approaches that are being used to make education more equitable in lower income 

countries. These approaches have the potential to make a significant difference in the lives of children and their families. By adopting 

these approaches, lower income countries can make progress towards achieving equity in education and building more prosperous and 

equitable societies. 

4. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

In conclusion, there are significant challenges to making education more equitable in lower income countries. However, there are also 

a number of innovative approaches that are being used to address these challenges. By addressing the challenges and seizing the 

opportunities, lower income countries can make education more equitable and improve the lives of their citizens. The governments 

need to invest more in education in lower income countries. This investment should be focused on improving access to education, 

improving the quality of education, and ensuring that all children have the opportunity to succeed. The governments need to address 

the challenges of poverty, discrimination, and lack of resources. These challenges are major barriers to access to education and to the 

quality of education. The governments need to work with the community to support education. The community can play a valuable 

role in providing financial assistance, volunteering time, and advocating for policies that support education. 

 

Here are some of the key takeaways from the paper: 

 Equity in education is essential for social and economic development. 

 There are significant disparities in access to education and quality of education in lower income countries. 

 There are a number of challenges to making education more equitable in lower income countries, including poverty, 

discrimination, lack of resources, poorly trained teachers, and lack of accountability. 

 There are also a number of innovative approaches that are being used to address these challenges, such as using 

technology, emphasizing vocational training, making education more affordable, involving the community, using data 

to inform decision-making, and collaborating with international partners. 

 By addressing the challenges and seizing the opportunities, lower income countries can make education more equitable 

and improve the lives of their citizens. 
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